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By Mark Fenrich 

Cordially, 
             Mark 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Officers: 
President: Mark Fenrich  
630-759-9560 
Vice President: Ed Calahan 
630-968-5229 
Treasurer : Marv Luebbert 
630-420-7499 
Secretary : Dave Cotton 
630-637-0354 
 
Flying Instructors: 
Bob Strowe (Chief Instr.) 
630-922-9346 
 
Larry Dudkowski 
630-759-8245 
 
Collin MacDonald 
630-961-2321 
 
Marv Luebbert 
630-420-7499 
 
Bob Mosinski 
630-820-3202 
 
Mark Fenrich 
630-759-9560 
 
 
Newsletter : 
Walter Voyt (editor) 
Ed Calahan (circulation) 
 
Website: Bob Mosinski 
630-820-3202 
 
 
Committee Chairmen: 
Fun Fly: Larry Dudkowski  
630-759-8245 
 
Safety: Bill Hickey 
630-428-4978 
 
L ibrary - 
Walter Voyt 
Forest Preserve/Community 
Relations - 
Bob Mosinski 
Publicity 
Marv Luebbert 
Raffle - 
Rich Schafer 

Being an avid aero modeler here in the upper Midwest is not a lot of fun during the 
winter.  Last week our Fun Fly was canceled due to sub-zero wind chill temperatures.  
Though my wife harassed me about the Prop Masters being a bunch of wouses, I was-
n’ t that upset that I didn’ t have to stand out there and freeze my *#@*$ off.  Now as 
I’m sitting here writing this on the following Friday night, listening to the forecast for 
8”  to 10”  of snow tonight and tomorrow, I tend to doubt that this Sunday’s make up 
will happen either.  Perhaps things will start to look better as of the 2nd of February if 
Punxsutawney Sam emerges from his den on an overcast day and doesn’ t see his 
shadow. 
 
Until then, we are left with our meetings and shop time.  Regarding meetings, I want to 
thank the membership for the great turnout last month and hope that we continue to 
maintain that kind of participation throughout the year, as it only strengthens our club.  
I’d like to remind everyone as I did at the meeting, that with our large increase in new 
members last year, that everyone try to remember to wear your name tags.  This will 
only help to build familiarity with each other and make it easier for the new members 
to get to know us, and we them. 
 
Bob Strowe, our new Chief Flight Instructor, has scheduled a flight instructors meeting 
for early February to discuss some ideas he has to tweak our already great flight in-
struction program in preparation for what promises to be a very active instruction sea-
son starting later this spring because of the large increase in new members.  He’ ll be 
filling us in with details as soon as they are formalized. 
 
I want to remind the membership that February offers two opportunities for great deals 
on planes, engines, radios, parts, and materials.  The 5th is the DuPage County Fair-
grounds Swap Meet, and the 12th is the Fax Valley Aero Club ‘Radio Control Swap 
Shop’  (which we will have a booth at).  Remember to bring donations to the meeting or 
get them to Bob Mosinski or Larry Dudkowski.  You’ ll not only help the club earn ex-
tra money, but you’ ll earn points and clean up your shop. 
 
Two last thoughts…1st, The newsletter delivery system (as discussed last meeting) 
used by the club will remain as is until such a time as we loose our ability to get free 
printing, at which time the subject can be revisited.  2nd, Remember (if you haven’ t al-
ready done so) to bring your dues with you to the next meeting or if you can’ t make, 
mail them to Marv (use the application form attached to this Newsletter).   
 
I’m going to end this now and get on my simulator to brush up my skills in anticipation 
of my next opportunity to fly, though I don’ t think it will happen this Sunday. Hope to 
see you all at our next meeting Wednesday the 9th at Deans Dugout.  Bye 



Financial Reports by Marv Luebbert 
February 2005 

Send all contributions to: 
galterv@earthlink.net 

OR 
Walter Voyt 

604 Palladium Dr. E. 
Joliet, IL 60435 
815-725-4677 

 
The deadline for all submissions is the 21st of 
the preceding month. The newsletter is 
published monthly by the Prop Masters R/C 
Club, AMA Charter #397. We reserve the 
right to edit all materials sent to us.  

Welcome 

A big hello to PropMasters  
newest member: 

� � � �� �� � 	 
 ��
2053 Dorval Drive 

Naperville, Illinois 60565 
 

                                            
 
                                             Field Fund 
 
Balance January 1, 2005                        $3,000.00      
          
              One (1) new member @$65                   65.00  
               
 Balance, February 1, 2005                   $ 3,065.00     
 
                                               Operating Fund 
 
Balance, January 1, 2004                        $277.08           
 

   Income:                                               
             Dues            $1,260.00 
             Hats                  10.00 
             Total                             1,270.00 
 
 

                                            
                                                                                                        

 
 
                  Operating Fund 
 
 
cash Available                             1,547.08 
 
 
  Expenses: 
 
             Room rent         550.00 
             Postage             16.65 
             Dues refund        30.00 
             Total                              596.65 
 
 

Balance, February 1, 2005                     $950.43        
                                                                        



Meeting Minutes –  Jan 12, 2005 
By Dave Cotton 

  
 
Meeting began at 7:33 p.m. and ended at 9:05 pm. 
December minutes approved as published. 
December treasury report approved as published. 
2004 overall finance report reviewed. 
 
Committees; 

Fun fly …January fun fly this month will be 2 
½ minute timed flight depending on  
Temperatures                            
Publicity…  Marvin Luebbert mentioned that 
new supply of club info will be out at the 
hobby shops.                                                                                               
Forest preserve…  Bob Mosinski mentioned 
that the forest is still there. The impound 
stand is weathering well.                                                                                                         
Newsletter… Walter Voyt  mentioned that Ed 
Calahan will copy and distribute the newslet-
ter.               
Website… Nothing new to report.                    
Library…  Walter Voyt reviewed the library 
website link. He requested that the club 
should review whats available from the li-
brary (lots of good stuff).                                                                              
Safety… President Mark Fenrich mentioned 
that A.M.A membership and new Forest Pre-
serve Permits should be obtained. 
Bill Hickey provided some safety facts for us 
all to know and gave points for correct an-
swers.  
Instructor…Bob Strow requested that all in-
structors provide their E-Mail address  
So as to set up an instructor meeting in the 
near future. 

            Picnic …No report. 
            Nominating Committee. No report. 
            Air show… No report.                                
           Fund raiser…Larry Dudkowski and Bob  
Mosinski requested donations for the up                                       
            Coming swap meet. These donations would 
be greatly appreciated. 
                  
Old business…. The mebership requested that the 
scanner be obtained for use at the field President 
Mark Fenrich stated that he would call.         
New business… Club membership dues are due. 

President Mark Fenrich requested that the member-
ship wear their nametags. President Mark Fenrich 
thanked Walter Voyt for the great job on the newslet-
ter. An open discussion regarding mailing of the club 
newsletter was taken and many opinions were 
brought forth. President Mark would like to review 
the clubs comments on this issue.   
Dave Taitel mentioned that he is the new owner of 
Venture Hobbies and looks forward to  
Meeting all your hobby needs. See venturehobbies.
com. 
    
 Lost hor izons… Bill Hickey won the S.A.D patch 
(again) for his most recent impact.   (Bill’s keepin 
the hobby stores happy. 
                                                                            .                                      
Visitors… Welcome Jerry, John and Dave. Thanks 
for checking us out. 
 
Show and tell… Mitch Gerdisch brought in his EDF 
Supermite by Superfly R C which was a kit with in a 
yellow scheme and has a EDF40 electric motor.  
Ivan Cankov showed his 32 self built combat plane 
in a red and white colors with a checker board under-
side.  
Richard Schaffer had his Goldberg eagle with a high-
max electric (3 cell –1500) in blue and white. Bill 
Hinkey brought in his Sport mid-wing 60 scratch-
built from Doc Mathews plans which will be a tail 
dragger – color scheme to be applied later.  Bill has 
an extra set of plans if any one is interested. Bob 
Strow showed his yellow tiger moth GWS which is a 
tail dragger with an electric motor.  
  
Raffle…  
Venus 40 ARF was won by Collin MacDonald 
 
Electric Motor and gear with prop was won by Ed 
Calahan 
 
Magintizer was won by Kevin Klotz 
 
Glue was won by Scott Lundin.  Bye. 
 
    



Hints, Information, Tips and Stuff  
By Larry Dudkowski  

Meeting minutes January 12, 2005 
Meeting began at 7:33 p.m. and ended at 9:05 pm. 
December minutes approved as published. 
December treasury report approved as published. 2004 overall finance report reviewed. 
 
Committees; 

Fun fly …January fun fly this month will be 2 ½ minute timed flight depending on  
Temperatures                            
Publicity…  Marvin Luebbert mentioned that new supply of club info will be out at the hobby shops.                                                                        
Forest preserve…  Bob Mosinski mentioned that the forest is still there. The impound stand is 
weathering well.                                                                                                         
Newsletter… Walter Voyt  mentioned that Ed Calahan will copy and distribute the newsletter.               
Website… Nothing new to report.                    
Library…  Walter Voyt reviewed the library website link. He requested that the club should review 
whats available from the library (lots of good stuff).                                                                              
Safety… President Mark Fenrich mentioned that A.M.A membership and new Forest Preserve Per-
mits should be obtained. 
Bill Hickey provided some safety facts for us all to know and gave points for correct answers.  
Instructor…Bob Strow requested that all instructors provide their E-Mail address  
So as to set up an instructor meeting in the near future. 

            Picnic …No report. 
            Nominating Committee. No report. 
            Air show… No report.                                
           Fund raiser…Larry Dudkowski and Bob Mosinski requested donations for the up                                   
            Coming swap meet. These donations would be greatly appreciated. 
               
Old business…. The mebership requested that the scanner be obtained for use at the field President Mark 
Fenrich stated that he would call.         
New business… Club membership dues are due. President Mark Fenrich requested that the membership 
wear their nametags. President Mark Fenrich thanked Walter Voyt for the great job on the newsletter. An 
open discussion regarding mailing of the club newsletter was taken and many opinions were brought forth. 
President Mark would like to review the clubs comments on this issue.   
Dave Taitel mentioned that he is the new owner of Venture Hobbies and looks forward to  
Meeting all your hobby needs. See venturehobbies.com. 
    
 Lost hor izons… Bill Hickey won the S.A.D patch (again) for his most recent impact.   (Bill’s keeping the 
hobby stores happy).                                                                                      .                                       
Visitors… Welcome Jerry, John and Dave. Thanks for checking us out. 
 
Show and tell… Mitch Gerdisch brought in his EDF Supermite by Superfly R C which was a kit with in a 
yellow scheme and has a EDF40 electric motor.  Ivan Cankov showed his 32 self built combat plane in a 
red and white colors with a checker board underside.  
Richard Schaffer had his Goldberg eagle with a high-max electric (3 cell –1500) in blue and white. Bill 
Hinkey brought in his Sport mid-wing 60 scratch-built from Doc Mathews plans which will be a tail drag-
ger – color scheme to be applied later.  Bill has an extra set of plans if any one is interested. Bob Strow 

 
I went to the RCHTA show last October and the BIG item 
there, as far as R/C flying goes, was electric flight.  Now 
I’m not going to suggest that you trash all of your “gas” 
models and go all electric.  But electric flight is something 
you might want to look into.  
 
Now I have dabbled in electric flight but I am, by no 
stretch of the imagination, an expert.  I have a Shock 
Flyer, an Electro-Jet, Goldberg Tiger-400, and for a short 
time a GWS A-10.  Every so often I just go to a park near 
my house and fly one of these guys.  That’s the great 
thing about electrics; you can go almost anywhere and fly 
them.  It’s a great way to keep your thumbs in shape.    
 
Now I use to think that you needed brush less motors and 
Li-Poly batteries to have any type of performance with 
electrics.  And, in my opinion, that was the problem.  It 
seemed like you needed $500 worth of stuff to fly a $20 
piece of Styrofoam.  To me that just seemed wrong.  
Don’t misunderstand me, brush less motors and Li-Poly 
batteries are the way to go for all out performance but 
they’re not necessary.  Check out some of the electrics 
on the market.  Most of these models include the motor 
gear-drive and prop.  Usually you get all of this for about 
$100.  I picked up an Xtra-300 Shock Flyer with the mo-
tor, gearbox and prop for under $50.  The little GWS A-10 
I had came with two ducted fans with motors for under 
$80.  I have a Goldberg Tiger-400, with the motor and 
gear-drive for under $100. 
 
My first electric was the Electro-Jet by E-Flite.  For about 
$125 you got the Styrofoam delta-wing model, motor, 
gear-drive, prop, delta-mixer and speed controller.  Just 
add two micro servos, battery and receiver and your fly-
ing.  It’s a pusher ‘jet” like the F-27 Stryker and is pow-
ered by what looks like a speed 400 motor driving a 
geared prop.  I still have that model.  It’s pretty beat up 
but I still fly it.   
 
Now my next adventure into electric flight was the GWS 
A-10 twin ducted-fan.  The Warthog is one of my favorite 
airplanes.  Now I understand that ducted fans are ineffi-
cient but the A-10 always seemed underpowered.  But it 
looks really great in the air, especially once I removed the 
landing gear.  As I flew it and crashed and fixed it, it got 
heaver and heaver until finally it just didn’t fly anymore.  
Needless to say I was disappointed and a little soured on 
electrics.  Then I did some research.  We all know to 
keep things light.  But with electric models this is critical.  
I just didn’t understand how critical.  “ Weight is the en-
emy of electric flight” .   Remember it.  Write it down.  

Make a sign for your workshop.  It’s that important.   
 
Since the heaviest thing we put into these models is the 
battery pack.  Check there first.  I made up a 6-cell 800 
Ma Nicad pack (5.5 oz.) and used it in my A-10.  Remem-
ber the club motto “More Power”?  This forced me to add 
½ ounces of weight to the tail of the A-10 to get it to bal-
ance.  I should have used a 6-cell NIMH (3 oz.) pack, as 
recommended.  The NIMH pack is less than half the 
weight of the Nicad’s.  Perhaps my little A-10 wasn’t so 
much underpowered as it was overweight.  A LI-Poly 
pack is only 1.5 oz.     
 
If you’re looking around for an electric, I don’t recommend 
getting a “toy” model.  My definition of a “toy” model is 
one where the electronics are built into the aircraft and 
are not reusable.  You want to be able to reuse the fight 
pack and servos in another model.  Check out some of 
the flight packs from Hitec or GWS.  I picked up a GWS 
flight pack (3 micro servos, receiver & speed controller) 
for about $80.  So including the plane everything for my 
A-10 came to well under $200.  And since it wasn’t a “toy” 
model, when it died, I used all the A-10 equipment again 
and again in my other electrics.     
 
What I’m getting around to saying is that you might just 
want to try electric flight.  Find yourself a “cheap” electric 
plane and just try it out.  Just to remember to keep it 
LIGHT.  Use “Mini” this and “Micro” that, anything to keep 
the weight down.  And you might just extend your flying 
season to include the days that just don’t look good 
enough to pack up and head off to the flying field.            
        
I understand that GWS’s has a new A-10 with larger mo-
tors.  I just checked out the demo flight on the Internet 
and it sure looked good… Bye.   
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Turn to page 166 of February’s Model Aviation 
magazine.  There is a short story and picture of a 
Prop Master club member.  Walter Voyt was able 
to beat some of the best Midwest fliers in regional 
flying competition last July. Walter flew his Zagi 
longer (nearly 45 mins.) than anyone else at the 
18th Mid-Am held in Michigan last summer. 
Walter’s secret:  Dave Taitel and Rich Schaefer 
actual built Walter’s Zagi.  A superior plane. 
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February Fun Fly  
By Larry Dudkowski 

  
The event for February is Crazy-8’s.  The Fun-Fly will be 
held on Sunday February 13th with a rain date of the fol-
lowing Sunday.  Competition will start approximately 10:30 
with sign in and opening flying before and afterwards.     
 
Here’s how it works. 
Each pilot class has a different type of figure * to perform.  
The object is to perform the most number of figure 8’s in a 
two minute time period.  The pilot takes off and gets set-
tled.  At the pilot’s command the judge starts the clock.  
The judge then counts the number of completed figure 8’s 
within the two-minutes.  The style of figure 8 will depend 
on the pilot class.  If time and conditions permit, each pilot 
will have the option of up to three scoring attempts.  Best 
score counting 
 
Rules: 
The winner is the pilot completing the most figure 8’s 
within the time period.  The type of figure 8 for each pilot 
class are listed below: 
 
Beginner – Horizontal 8’s  
(360-degree right/left turn, 360 degree left/right turn).  
Novice – Cuban 8’s  
(¾ inside loop, ½ roll at the center, ¾ inside loop) 

Advanced – Reverse Cuban 8’s  
(45-degree climb, ½ roll to inverted, ¾ inside loop, ½ roll 
at the center to inverted, ¾ inside loop)  
Expert – Vertical Cuban 8’s 
(Two 360-degree loops, one stacked on top of (above / 
below) the other) 
The Aresti symbols are shown outlining the maneuvers 
below.  
 

�
 
 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fun-Fly Committee 
P.S. 
 
The January Fun Fly was postponed to Jan 23.  Report in 
the next copy of the Newsletter. 

C u b a n  8  

 
 
R e v e r s e  C u b a n  8  

 



Potpourri 
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Ivan Cankov shows his home made 
plastic combat plane. 
Ivan got the plans from the internet. 

Bob Strowe with his yellow Tiger Moth 
e-park flier. 
Bill Klotz looks on. 

Mitch Girdisch with his EDF 
“Supermite”  by Superfly RC.  The 
elevon hinge is made entirely from 
“hot melt glue”  ——> 

<—– Rich Schafer  (AKA, Dr. Voltz) 
with his electric Carl Goldberg Eagle 
trainer.  This plane is part of Rich’s 
electric fleet which also includes a 
Goldberg electric Tiger Moth. 



 

Using The Website Library 
By Walter Voyt 

� � � � �� � � 	
 � �� �� 
� � � � � �� 
 � � � � � 
 � �� �� 
 � �� � � � �
�

 ID      Title                                  Media              Subject                
  

       Instructional Videos 
1       One Week to Solo                                             DVD+R, VHS           Considered the best training video of all times. 
  
2       Ticket to Fly                                                       VHS                         Horizon©s classic video on training new pilots 
  

Step 1. Use a computer, log on to the internet, and select the Propmaster website:  www.propmastersrc.org 
 
Step 2.  Press the library tab on the introductory screen. 
 
Step 3.  Move the  cursor to “Library Resources”  on the right column and click the mouse button. 
 
Step 4.  Move the slide bar up and down to view the entire contents of the “Library Resource”  page. 
 
Step 5.  If you see the text below at the website, you have succeeded. 

 Did You Notice 
 

Combat and electric airplanes have dominated the “Show &Tell”  at meetings for  several months now!!! 



 Amps and E-Prose by 
 Dr. Watts A. Schaefer Voltz 

 
WATTS-UP 

With winters snows hard upon us and the only motor 
sound we hear is the snow blower             
humming merrily along. Our normally nimble thumbs 
are numb from the cold and you haven’ t had a flying fix 
for over two months. Is that what is bothering you Bun-
key !!    Well now is the time to look back at last season 
and figure what may have caused us to crash  (KRASH 
a method of rekiting a perfectly good flying plane).                            
        
The last two years as a preflight instructor checking out 
new ships have been a lot of  
fun. Almost as much fun as I had the first year sitting on 
the benches with Dave Newberry and fast Eddy Irwinski 
watching landings on Sundays. Plane parts all over the 
place. Offerings to the tree gods. We are much better at 
landings lately. 
 
Would you believe there are at least 122 different ways 
to run an antenna (surly I exaggerate) and all of them 
wrong. 
 
1.    Why run the antenna straight out when you could 

wrap it around servo wires?? 
2.    Why not wrap it around those steel pushrod wires, 

wouldn’ t that keep it from flopping     around. 
3.    The antenna looks terrible hanging out. Cutting off 

1 foot, I ought to get half way to the fire station. 
4.    The best yet, let’s run the antenna out thru the hole 

in the rear of the fuselage that the elevator servo 
mounts in. That way when the elevator is activated 
inductive interference will make the radio crazy, and 
move the throttle and ailerons causing the plane to 
jump around like it had ST Vidas dance syndrome. 
It was funny, but it could have been bad. 

I could go on but you see what I mean, it’s even more 
important with electrics. 

                                       
Tips About Electr ic’s 
Shortening the antenna: one manufacturer “HI TECH” 
gives you a bobbin that you can wrap some of the an-
tenna around.  I will test one soon and let you know. 
                                          
If the motor has a gearbox, such as 400 motor with a 4 
to 1 with a pinion and main gear, 

the prop will run in reverse. The cure is to wire the mo-
tor side of the speed controller- 
Positive lead to negative on the motor. 
 
If the prop runs backwards on a brushless, it usually 
won’ t tell you on the motor instructions.  But the speed 
controller will say “exchange any two of the three leads 
on the MOTOR to change rotation” . Don’ t reverse the 
battery leads, that will cause sparks and burning. 
 
Don’ t leave your batteries plugged in to the speed con-
trol; that little switch with the skinny wires is not a 
power switch !! The speed control can still draw 
standby current,- 
causing the battery to drain, which can be expensive 
with Li-Poly.  Save big bucks. 
 
Remember a battery plugged in is an invitation for the 
prop to eat your hand.  
 
Dr. W .A.S. Voltz 
 
 
 

MacDonald– A Winner  
 

Collin  was the 1st place winner in the January raf-
fle.  He won a beautiful Venus 40 ARF. 



PROP MASTERS R/C AERO CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME:        _________________________________________________________ 

STREET:     _________________________________________________________ 

CITY:          ________________  STATE: _____ ZIP: __________ 

DuPage County Forest Preserve Permit #: _________________ 

AMA #: _________________                                                          NEWSLETTER 

HOME PHONE #:      _________________                                                 �  Electronic 

WORK PHONE#:      _________________                                                 �  Printed 

EMAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________ 

                                       �  Please do not add to Prop Masters mailing list. 

Choose Below: Make Checks Payable to Prop Masters 

�    Regular Membership:    $ 30.00 

�    Family Membership:     $ 45.00 

�    Field Fund Fee: $ 65.00 (one-time only for new members) 

  Total  $_______ 

SEND TO:        Marv Luebbert 
TREASURER - Prop Masters 
709 Citation Drive 
Naperville, IL 60540 

DUES SHOULD BE PAID BY JAN 31 OR NO LATER THAN THE FEB CLUB MEETING. 

My primary interest is: 

�  Pattern   �  Sport   �  Electric   �  Soaring   �  Giant Scale   �  Other 

In year 200__ I plan to use the following RC frequencies: a. ____ b. ____ c. ____ d. ____ 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

�  BADGE ORDERED        �  NEW MEMBER PACKET           �  ENTERED IN PMMT1 

�  BADGE RECEIVED       �  NEWSLETTER                             �  ENTERED IN PMPT2 

 
1 Prop Masters Member Tracker 
2 Prop Masters Points Tracker 
 

Dues are Do:   
Fill in and send along with check to Marv Luebbert. 



PLANE TALK 
Prop Masters R/C Club  NEWSLETTER 
2520 College Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL  60516 
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                                     Club Calendar 2005  
 

Date, 2005          Special Events................................. 
January 16th        Fun Fly – (Timed Flight –I I I )  
February 13th      Fun Fly – (Crazy 8 Sunday)  
March 9th            Monthly Meeting – (Flt Box Beauty Contest) 
March 13th          Fun Fly – (Bean Counter) 
April 17th            Fun Fly – (Combat / Bomb Drop) 
May 22nd            Fun Fly – (Air  Show) 
June 15th            Monthly Meeting at the field - (Beauty Contest) 
June 19th            Fun Fly – (Pattern Contest) 
July 17th             Fun Fly – (Pylon / Q500 / Electr ic Racing) 
August 14th       Annual Club Picnic 
September 18th   Fun Fly – (Tentative with Barnstormers) 
October 16th      Fun Fly – (Qualification Sunday) 
November 13th       Fun Fly  – (Combat / ??? )   
December           No Fun Fly Scheduled. 


