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By Mark Fenrich

Well, | must admit that it's hard for me to believe that I'm writing this letter for the
January 05 newsletter and about to start my second term as the President of our
terrific club. At the time of this writing it's too early to know what Santa will bring
me to enhance my flying experience this year, but as good a boy as I've been, I'm
sure it will be wonderful. Once the holidays are past and the decorations returned
to their storage locations, | look forward to finishing some incomplete aero pro-
jects, making some repairs on tired older favorites and then starting my newest 3D
creation.

We had what | think was a very good year as a club in 2004. If my information is
correct, we broke a club membership record, had a good time throughout the year
and best of all, finally broke a 15 year drought by defeating the Barnstormers in
our annual interclub competition. | would like to take this time to thank last years
other board members and the entire membership for working together with me to
help make all that possible.

On behalf of myself and the rest of the membership, | would also like to thank
those members who have stepped up to serve our club with me this coming year
on the board or as committee chairman: Ed Calahan as our new Vice President
(and points Czar), Marv Luebbert — Treasurer, Dave Cotton — Secretary, and
chairman’s Walter Voyt — Newsletter and Library, Bob Strowe - Chief Instructor,
Larry Dudkowski - Fun Fly, Air Show, Fund Raising & Picnic, Bill Hickey — Safety,
Bob Mosinski —Web Site, Forest Preserve & Picnic, Rich Schaeffer — Raffle &
Nominating, Marv Luebbert — Publicity.

My goals for the club for the coming year are very similar to last years: continued
membership growth and new solo pilot inductees; great Fun Fly’s with even more
participation as they are always a highlight of our activities; a continued great
safety record and a reduction of those ‘not so safe’ close calls; a continued high
level of effort at field improvements; finally, a continuation of our winning ways
against the Barnstormers. With the continued support and participation of the
membership and the above listed officers & committee chairman, we can accom-
plish these and more and have a lot of fun doing it.

I look forward to seeing you all at our first meeting of 2005 at 7:30 pm on the 12"
of January. Bring your ideas, your enthusiasm, and your willingness to participate.

Cordially,
Mark

P.S. Bring your checkbook also (or cash) as dues are due and we don’t want Marv
to get nervous, or worse yet to have to start chasing down dead beat pilots.



Financial Reports by Marv Luebbert

Keep Those Articles Coming

Thanks to Mark Fenrich, Dave Cotton, Larry
Dudkowski, Walter Voyt and Marv Luebbert
for their contributions to this month’s Plane
Talk newsletter.

—Walter Voyt

Newsletter Contributions

Send all contributions to:
galterv@earthlink.net
OR
Walter Voyt
604 Palladium Dr. E.
Joliet, IL 60435

The deadline for all submissions is the 21° of
the preceding month. Target publication date
is the 28" The newsletter is published
monthly by the Prop Masters R/C Club, AMA
Charter #397. We reserve the right to edit all
materials sent to us.




Meeting Minutes— December 08, 2004
By Dave Cotton

Meeting minutes December 8, 2004

Meeting began at 7:35 p.m. and ended at 9:07 pm.
November minutes approved as published.
November treasury report approved as published.

Committees;

Fun fly ...No fun fly this month (December). Larry Dudkowski will maintain fun  fly chairman

Publicity... Nothing new to report. Marvin Luebbert will remain publicity chairman

Forest preserve... Nothing new to report. Bob Mosinski will remain Forest Preserve chairman.

Newsletter... Walter Voyt will be taking over the newsletter chairman.

Website... Nothing new to report. Bob Mosinski will remain website chairman.

Library... Nothing new to report. Walter Voyt will remain library chairman

Safety... Nothing new to report. Bill Hickey will be taking over safety director

chairman.

Instructor...Nothing new to report. Bob Strowe will take over chief instructor chairman.

Picnic ...Bob Mosinski and Larry Dudkowski will share the Picnic chairman

Nominating Committee. Richard Schaffer will remain as Nominating chairman.

Air show... Larry Dudkowski will remain Air Show chairman.
Old business.... Please bring e mail information next meeting so that the club roster — e-mail list can be updated.
Please also bring your checkbook for club membership at the January meeting.
New business... The Club officer were thanked for the work they had performed this year and the following officers
were approved per acceptance election.

Mark Fenrich President
Marvin Luebbert Treasurer
David Cotton Secretary

Ed Calahan was elected to fill the Vice president position originally held by Bill Barclay.
Thanks Bill for the good work.

Lost horizons... Bill Hickey won the S.A.D patch for his nose dive on his electric Sparky. Possible glitch or interfer-
ence.
Visitors... Mike Maher welcome and thanks for checking us out.
Show and tell... Bill Hickey brought in his new Sparky by Thunder Tiger with a yellow and black and white scheme
and a brushless electric mega motor.
Dave Taitel showed his Foamie 3 D - F18 with a hi-max brushless motor with a nice airbrushed gray tone. Dave
Taitel also showed a Mico-Stick with 4 channels and electric motor in a green and white scheme. Dave mentioned
that this little plane will exceed 60 miles per hour (look out).
Raffle... No raffle this month.

Next meeting January 12, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the Dugout

Dave Steps Down Newsletter Cycle

It's time to give a great big thanks to Dave Masters who  For 2005, we are going to try to get the Newsletter on a 7 by
has served as the Newsletter editor and publisher for the 7 cycle. The cycle works like this. All articles must be sub-
last several years. Dave has worked silently behind the  mitted within 7 days of the 14™ of each month. Publication

scenes to accomplish one of the most important club of the Newsletter must be within 7 days, and all club mem-
functions: get the Newsletter out. Dave has done this  pers must have the Newsletter within their possession for at
admirably well in his adherence both to meeting dead- least 7 days prior to the next meeting.

lines and correctness of the Newsletter contents. Al-  Newsletter articles must be received no later than the 21 of
though Dave will no longer publish the newsletter he still  the month, and published by the 28" of the month. Failure
will work with the club in 2005. He will maintain the to meet this schedule will result in delayed publication which
Propmasters e-mail distribution list. Thanks glitch at will hurt all club members esp. those who miss a meeting.

emoti.com for a job well done.



Hints, | nformation, Tips and Stuff
By Larry Dudkowski

Well, its January again, the beginning of a new flying

patters around the field on a fine January morning.

season. Yes that's right, you can fly in the winter. In When | made my turn to come back across the field

fact some area clubs begin the New Year with a fun
fly on New Years Day. Personally I'm too tried to
get out of bed on New Years Day, let alone do any-
thing that takes skill and coordination. Since we
have a lot of new members and with the advent of
electric flight, more people will be venturing out into
the cold to “loosen up the old thumbs”. “So other
than dressing warmly, what to | need to know to be
safe flying this winter?” you ask. Well maybe you
didn't ask, but here they are anyway, a few helpful

hints and tips to keep you flying safely this winter.

Watch those winter clothes: Winter clothes are
usually large, loose, heavy and covered with strings
and ties. You need to take care around running en-
gines so that nothing gets sucked into the spinning
props. Be sure to tuck your hood ties inside your
jacket; tie your jacket ties together and watch where
you put your gloves. This is especially true for elec-
tric flyers. While sucking in some clothing might stall
a glow engine, an electric motor will just start suck-
ing up more power in an effort to keep running. Re-
member, ungloved hands can chill quickly in the
prop wash, especially is you have spilled fuel on
them

Anchor that model firmly: Be sure your model is
anchored in the ground and not just some soft snow.
Better yet, have some one hold your model while
you make adjustments. Do all of your adjusting from
behind the propeller. Loose clothes and spinning
props make a bad combination.

Engine Starting (Gas / Glow): You will probably
need to open the needle valve an extra  turn be-
fore your engine will start. Try about turn open
then hit it with the starter. If it doesn't start after, try
another turn open. Repeat as necessary. Once
the engine starts, let it warm up before you try to ad-
just it for peak power.

Rubber bands loose their elasticity in the cold.
This is bad news for all the rubber banded wing fly-
ers out there. This is something | learned the hard
way. “Along time a go in a Galaxy.” well you get the
idea, | was flying with my instructor practicing oval

when the wing and fuselage separated in flight.
When | retrieved my model | noticed that the rubber
bands were still stretched to about ten inches in
length, a little long for your normal #64 rubber band.
| placed one in my hand and as | held it | watched it
shrink back into the proper size as it warmed it. No
one told me that that happened to rubber bands in
the cold. So be warned, I'm telling you.

Don’t Fly Alone: Most of us have gotten into the
good habit of flying with a buddy. With all of the
people wandering around in the warm weather the
extra set of eyes come in handy. Flying with a
buddy is an even better habit in the winter, but for
just the opposite reason. While wintertime means
you have less people to watch out for, it also means
that you have less people watching out for you. You
are less likely to have someone around to help is
something happens. If you do fly alone, and we
don’t recommend it, take a cell phone along, let
some one know where you are and, perhaps more
importantly, when you'll be back.

Check those batteries: Cold weather saps the
power from batteries, all batteries. Your engine will
be harder to turnover in the cold so you will need
that fully charged flight box battery and glow plug
driver. Don't forget to check your receiver packs be-
fore every flight. Remember a dead flight box bat-
tery can keep your plane on the ground but a dead
receiver battery will put your plane in the ground, or
a tree, or the lake.

Well that’s it for January. Enjoy a safe and happy
New Year. See you at the field

Larry D



Fun Fly Report
By Larry Dudkowski

January 16, 2005 event will be the Timed-Flight-
lll. This is a new, updated version of the old
Time-Flight Fun-Fly. This is an “open” event with
no pilot classes. You compete just against the
clock. This is one we usually run this time of year
because it take little preparation, can be run
quickly and will work for electrics. These are all
good qualities for flying in the cold.

Rules:

Each pilot will start out with 30 points. This is the
same number of points as a first place Fun-Fly fin-
ish. As | said before you will be competing
against the clock and not the other pilots. The ob-
ject of the event is to fly as close as you can to 2-
1/2 minutes. TWO POINTS will be deducted from
the 30 points for each 5 seconds the pilot’s time is
above or below the 5-minute mark. Each pilot can
have a maximum of 3 scoring flights but only the
best score counts. The pilots will not be allowed
to use watches or timers. Times within five sec-
onds of the 2-1/2 minutes will be considered per-
fect scores and no points will be deducted

Example: If the pilot’s time is 5.1 to 9.99 seconds
off, 2 point is deducted from the original 30 points.
Giving him 28 competition points. If his time is 60
to 64.99 seconds off 24 points are deducted. Giv-
ing him 6 points competition points. These com-
petition points will constitute the pilot’s points for
the event. These points are in addition to the 10
“show up” point and the 10 “participation” points. .

How it works.

Beginner pilots may have an instructor take off
and land, at the beginner’s option, but beginners
must fly the model and tell the judge when to start
and when to stop the timer. For all other classes
a judge will start the clock when the wheels / skis
lift off the runway and stop the clock when they
first touch during landing.

Larry D and
The Fun-Fly Committee

The November 2004 fun-fly
event included combat flying.
Show below are (L-R) are Dave
Cotton, John Fischer, Walter
Voyt, and Dave Earl. Not
shown is pilot Steve Baggio.

We will try to show some video
of the flying at the February or
March meeting. You will hear

six minutes of non-stop laugh-

ing.

Thanks Larry D for one of the
best fun-fly events ever.

Photo by Peter Sabato.



Potpourri

Bill Hickey shows off Sparky Dave Taitel with his Micro-Stick
that flies up to 60 mph !!!

The Christmas action was a hugh success that saw ama-
teur and veteran club members bid for fabulous prizes.
There was food and pastries a plenty

Below, Bob holds a genuine Al's Hobby Shop t-shirt
against a background of prizes.
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